
The Rockville Centre Police Department 
welcomed a new chapter of leadership 
as three veteran officers were sworn into 
new roles during the March meeting of 
the Village of Rockville Centre Board of 
Trustees.  Family members, colleagues, 
and Village officials gathered as Matthew 
Vickery was promoted to Inspector, N. 
Firoz to Lieutenant, and Michael Farrell 
to Sergeant, each recognized for years 
of steady service and dedication to the 
community.

Mayor Francis X. Murray said the 
promotions reflect both experience and 
trust earned on the streets of the Village.  
“These officers represent the very best of 
the Rockville Centre Police Department,” 
Murray said. “They have spent their careers 
protecting our residents, mentoring younger 
officers, and leading by example. We have 
complete confidence in their ability to guide 
the Rockville Centre Police Department 
forward and continue delivering the high 
level of service our community expects.”

Inspector Matthew Vickery’s promotion 
is especially meaningful for his family. 
Raised in Westbury, Vickery earned a 
degree in criminal justice from Northeastern 
University before beginning his career with 
the New York City Police Department in 
Brooklyn. He joined the Rockville Centre 
Police Department in 2008, where he 

served alongside his father, Mike Vickery, 
a respected forty-year member of the force.  
Promoted to sergeant in 2015, Vickery 
supervised night patrol officers before 
advancing to Lieutenant in 2021. He later 
led both Patrol and Support and oversaw the 
department’s training unit. As Inspector and 
Executive Officer, he will now help manage 
daily operations across the department.

Inspector Vickery is stepping into his new 
role following the retirement of Inspector 
Chris Romance. After nearly thirty years 
with the department, Inspector Romance 
retired on January 30, 2026. Since joining in 
1997, he earned numerous commendations 
as a patrol officer, including Cop of the Year, 
before serving in the Traffic Enforcement 
Unit and becoming the department’s primary 
training instructor. He later commanded 
both the Traffic Enforcement and Training 
units as a sergeant and went on to serve 
as lieutenant and Commanding Officer 
of Support. As Inspector and Executive 
Officer, he oversaw the department’s daily 
operations. He also served as the village’s 
Deputy Emergency Manager and is a 
graduate of the FBI National Academy.

Mayor Murray offered his thanks 
for Romance’s long record of service. 
“Inspector Romance dedicated his 
career to this village and set a standard 
for professionalism that will continue to 

guide this department for years to come,” 
continued Mayor Murray. “We are deeply 
grateful for everything he has done for our 
community and we wish him a happy and 
well-deserved retirement.”

Lieutenant N. Firoz brings nearly three 
decades of experience to his new role. He 
began his career with the New York City 
Police Department in Queens transit patrol 
before joining Rockville Centre in 2002. 
After years in patrol assignments, he was 
promoted to Sergeant in 2019 and served 
as a night shift supervisor. He now steps 
into a broader leadership position while 
continuing to serve the community. 

Sergeant Michael Farrell’s path to 
promotion includes service with the New 
York City Police Department in both Queens 
and Brooklyn, where he rose to the rank of 
Sergeant. He joined Rockville Centre in 
2015 and has since built a reputation as a 
dependable and steady leader. 

“This is a moment of both gratitude and 
confidence,” said Police Commissioner 
Randy Dodd. “We thank Inspector Romance 
for everything he gave to this department, 
and we are proud to see these talented 
officers take the next step. Each of these 
officers has demonstrated professionalism, 
integrity, and strong leadership throughout 
their careers. The future of the Rockville 
Centre Police Department is very bright.”

This Month in

Rockville Centre
March/April 2026 • Vol. 62, No. 66

April 8 At 7 P.M.
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

April 13 At 7 P.M.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

April 21 At 7 P.M.
PLANNING BOARD

April 30 At 6 P.M.
BRIEFING MEETING

May 4 At 7 P.M.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

May 6 At 7 P.M.
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

May 19 At 6 P.M. 
MID-MONTH MEETING

May 19 At 7 P.M.
PLANNING BOARD

Monday, May 25
VILLAGE OFFICES CLOSED

MEMORIAL DAY

May 28 At 6 P.M.
BRIEFING MEETING

Events are at Village Hall  
unless otherwise indicated.

Dates &
 

Events

Holiday Sanitation Schedule
Memorial Day Week

Monday, May 25, 2026
Memorial Day - No trash collection

Normal Monday/Thursday trash collection will 
be on Tuesday and Thursday

Normal Tuesday/Friday trash collection will be 
on Wednesday and Friday

Wednesday, May 27, 2026
No bulk items or paper 

pickup

Village Hall Hours
Cashier & Registrar 8:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

Court Counter 8:00 A.M. - 3:30 P.M.
Electric/Water Billing 8:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

Tax Department 8:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Closed Saturday and Sunday

Find us on social media
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Rockville Centre Police Department Marks New
Leadership with Promotions as Veteran Inspector Retires

2026 Spring Hydrant Flushing
The Water Department will be flushing hydrants starting Wednesday, 

April 22nd and ending on Tuesday, April 28th. The flushing of the hydrants 
may cause some fluctuation of water pressure and/or discolored water to 
flow into homes and businesses. Consumers are advised not to schedule 
projects which require clear water before or after the date assigned to your 
area. The water will be both chemically and bacteriologically safe to drink.

The schedule is as follows:
Wednesday, April 22nd between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

Area of the Village lying North of DeMott Avenue.
Thursday, April 23rd between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

Area of the Village lying between Lakeview and DeMott Avenues,
west of Long Beach Road

Friday, April 24th between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Area of the Village lying between Sunrise Highway and

DeMott Avenue, east of Long Beach Road
Sunday, April 26th to Monday, April 27th 

between midnight and 8:00 a.m. on Monday
Entire area of the Village lying between Lakeview Avenue

and Merrick Road
Tuesday, April 28th between 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

Entire area of the Village south of Merrick Road

If you have any questions or concerns, please call the Water Department 
at (516) 678-9302.



Around Our Community

Mayor Francis X. Murray and Deputy Mayor Kathy 
Baxley attended the Captain’s dinners prior to the South 
Side High School’s beloved Red and Blue competition. 

With more than a century of tradition, this spirited 

event continues to bring students, families, and the entire 
community together. The Village wishes the best of luck 
to all of this year’s participants.

Thank you to Red Team Captains Noelle Coyne and 

Maddie Woo, and Blue Team Captains Charly Testerman 
and Kiera Gunn for helping kick off the festivities and 
carrying forward this proud tradition.

Red and Blue Take Over RVC

The Rockville Centre Conservancy has 
launched its 9th Annual Tree Planting 
Program for 2026, continuing its efforts to 
expand and protect the Village’s tree canopy. 
Since 2018, the Conservancy has helped 
plant more than 350 new trees throughout 
the community and plans to add even more 
this year. 

In partnership with Barbato Landscaping, 

the program offers a selection of mostly 
native species suitable for front yards and 
curb strips, including Oak, Red Maple, 
Linden, Zelkova, and Hedge Maple. Each 
tree  includes professional planting and a one 
year replacement guarantee. Orders will be 
accepted through April 30, 2026. 

For details or to participate, visit 
rvcconservancy.org/tacklingtrees.

RVC Conservancy Offers 9th Annual
Tree Planting Program

Farmers Market Reopens
The Farmers Market will resume on 

Sunday, May 31, 2026, and continue every 
Sunday until December 20, 2026, from 7 a.m. 
to noon in Municipal Parking Field 12, along 
the north side of Sunrise Highway, between 
Long Beach Road and North Forest Avenue.

Real Estate Tax Due
 June 1, 2026

First half 2026/27 Village real estate tax 
bills due June 1, 2026, are scheduled to be 
mailed out the week of May 18th.  First half 
taxes must be paid by June 30, 2026 to avoid 
late penalties. 

Tax payments may be made online at www.
rvcny.gov by electronic check or credit card, 
paid in person at Village Hall, dropped in 
the wall slot to the right of the Village Hall 
entrance at 1 College Place or mailed to P.O. 
Box 950, Rockville Centre NY 11571-0950.

New property owners and those who have 
satisfied, refinanced or sold their mortgage 

to another lending institution should contact 
the Tax Office as soon as possible by emailing 
klanzillotta@rvcny.us or calling (516) 678-
9205 to avoid billing errors that may lead to 
penalties for late real estate tax payments.

The Tax Office is located on the 1st floor of 
Village Hall at One College Place, and open 

weekdays from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

RVC Vintage Fire Truck & 
Car Show

The Village of Rockville Centre will be 
hosting its annual Vintage Fire Truck & Car 

show on Saturday, June 6th from 9:30 am 
to 12 noon at Parking Field 2.  Classic car 
owners can sign-up to display their vehicle by 
emailing Susanna at smarchiano@rvcny.us.  
Please include your name, address, phone 
number, email address, as well as the year, 
make and model of car.

Unlike waste water that goes into our 
sanitary sewers, storm water, and all 
that it is carrying, is not treated before 
being discharged to our surrounding 
water bodies. Storm Water comes from 
precipitation that flows across the ground 
or pavement when it rains or when snow 
and ice melt.

Storm water pollution can harm 
fish & other aquatic wildlife, 
kill native vegetation, 
destroy aquatic habitats, 
and make recreational 
areas unsafe and 
unpleasant. Nutrients
carried by storm 
water may also cause 
undesirable algae and 
vegetative growth.

Substances carried
by storm water that are 
considered to be pollutants 
are: sediment, trash, and debris, 
oil, grease, and toxic chemicals, soap and 
paint products from outdoor maintenance 
activities. Please help protect our storm 
water by:

• Do not over-water. If water flows off 
your yard onto your driveway or sidewalk, 
your system is over watering.

• Do not rake or blow leaves or 
clippings into the street, gutter or storm 
drain. Instead, dispose of waste by 

composting or bagging it and placing it 
with your household waste for pickup.

• Follow directions on pesticides and 
fertilizers, (measure, do not estimate 
amounts). Do not use if rain is predicted 
within 48 hours.

• Always pick up after your pet. Flush 
waste down the toilet or dispose of it in 

the trash.
• NEVER DEPOSIT PET 
WASTE DIRECTLY IN 

STORM DRAIN!
• Pool and spa

 water must be de-
chlorinated and be 
free of excess acid,

 alkali or color.
• When draining 

your pool all water
should be directed to 

a drywell on
your property.

• Take your vehicle to a
 commercial car wash whenever 

possible. If you wash your vehicle 
at home, choose soaps or detergents 
labeled nontoxic, phosphate free or 
biodegradable.

• Take items such as used batteries, 
oven cleaners, automotive fluids, painting 
products, TVs and computer monitors to 
a household Hazardous Waste Collection 
Center.

Village of Rockville Centre
Storm Water Guide



The Sandel Senior Center continues to serve as a welcoming 
gathering place for residents, offering programs and events that 
foster creativity, connection, and community throughout the 
season.

Recently, the Sandel Center hosted an art exhibit featuring 
students from Molloy University. Student artwork was displayed 

throughout the building, turning common areas into a vibrant 
gallery and giving members the chance to enjoy and discuss a 
wide range of creative pieces. The exhibit concluded with an 
artist reception, where students shared the inspiration behind 
their work and engaged in conversation with attendees, creating a 
meaningful intergenerational experience.

The Sandel Center also welcomed more than 100 members to its 
annual Valentine’s Luncheon, an afternoon dedicated to celebrating 
love, friendship, and companionship. The event was made possible 
through the generous support of FOSSI and the Paul and Jean 
Mersand Fund, whose continued sponsorship helps sustain many 
of the Center’s signature programs.

A highlight of the luncheon was a special recognition for 
Claire and John Kirkwood, who celebrated their 70th wedding 
anniversary. The couple received a tribute from Mayor Francis X. 
Murray and Deputy Mayor Kathy Baxley, drawing warm applause 
from fellow members and guests.

In the coming weeks, the Sandel Center will continue its 
tradition of honoring those who give back, with its annual 
Volunteer Luncheon scheduled to take place at Temple Avodah 

In honor of the anniversary of the passing 
of the Fair Housing Act, and in remembrance 
of the assassination of Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. in 1968, April is set aside as 
National Fair Housing Month. Sponsored by 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD), the campaign includes 
efforts to end housing discrimination and 
raise awareness for fair housing rights in 
communities across the country.

“National Fair Housing Month recognizes 
the efforts to eliminate unfair barriers to 
housing opportunities,” commented Mayor 
Francis X. Murray. “Every person deserves 
a fair chance to secure safe and stable 
housing which helps to establish vibrant, 
diverse, and inclusive neighborhoods in all 
communities.”

If you believe you may be a victim of 
housing discrimination, because of race, 
color, national origin, religion, sex, disability 
or familial status, contact HUD at 1-800-
669-9777 or log onto www.hud.gov.

The Village Budget Process: Understanding Today, Looking Ahead
By Trustee Emilio F. Grillo
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Happy Times at Sandel

Under the New York State tax cap, a two 
percent increase would allow the Village to 
raise approximately $1,263,907 in additional 
revenue. However, the Village is projected to 
see an increase of approximately $1,049,643 in 

unfunded state mandated retirement 
costs for Village employees. This 
single mandated increase consumes 
the majority of what would be 
permitted under the tax cap.

Other mandated or contractual costs 
also continue to rise. Contractual full-
time salary increases total more than 

$540,000, including more than $350,000 for 
police salaries and more than $190,000 for 
other Village employees. Employee medical 
and dental insurance coverage is projected to 
increase by more than $920,000. Debt service 
is expected to increase by more than $800,000 
due to borrowing that occurred during the 
current fiscal year, and workers compensation 
funding will increase by approximately 
$322,000.

To help offset these pressures, the Village 
anticipates utilizing more than $1.9 million 

from fund balance. This includes $600,000 
from restricted funds set aside for employee 
benefits and tax certiorari settlements, as well 
as more than $1.3 million from unassigned fund 
balance if necessary.

Despite significant mandated cost increases, 
the Village continues to take a conservative 
and responsible approach to budgeting. Staff 
works throughout the year to manage expenses 
carefully and identify opportunities to reduce 
costs wherever possible. The tentative budget 
proposes a tax increase of 3.5% above the state 
tax cap, which represents an estimated annual 
increase of $385.94 for the average household.

Through careful financial management 
and thoughtful planning, the Village remains 
committed to maintaining the high level of 
public safety, infrastructure, and community 
services that residents value. Residents are 
encouraged to review the 2026-2027 tentative 
budget, which can be found on the Village 
website at www.rvcny.gov,  and attend the public 
hearing to be held at Village Hall on April 
13th at 7 p.m. in order to stay engaged as 
the Village Board continues the budget process.

Each year our Comptroller’s office, under 
the Village Board’s direction,  undertakes the 
responsibility of preparing the annual Village 
budget, which estimates the cost of operating 
the Village for the upcoming fiscal year and 
determines the taxes required to fund those 
services. This process is one of the most 
important responsibilities of local government 
and is done with careful attention to maintaining 
the high-quality services that residents expect 
while managing taxpayer dollars responsibly.

It is important for residents to understand 
that the Village operates several separate funds. 
The Electric Fund and the Water Fund are self-
sustaining and operate with their own budgets 
that are funded directly by the consumers 
who use those services. The Village operating 
budget, which is supported primarily through 
property taxes and other revenues, funds the 
municipal services that residents rely on every 
day.  The budget process begins with each 
department head preparing a proposed budget 
for their department. Major departments include 
Police, Fire, the Department of Public Works, 
the Building Department, the Recreation 

Center, the Senior Center, the MLK Center, 
the Comptroller’s Office, Human Resources, 
and Administration. These proposals reflect 
the expected costs required to operate each 
department in the coming year.

Once those budgets are prepared, 
department heads meet with the 
Mayor, Village Administrator, Trustee 
liaisons, and the Comptroller. During 
these meetings the budgets are 
reviewed in detail. Employee rosters, 
salaries, and operating expenses are 
examined line by line and adjustments 
are made where appropriate. The Village 
takes a conservative approach to budgeting 
and plans for potential worst-case scenarios 
to ensure that essential services remain fully 
funded throughout the year. This careful review 
helps contain costs whenever possible while 
continuing to deliver the services that help 
make our Village a safe and vibrant community.

While the Village works diligently to control 
spending, there are significant costs in the 
budget that are mandated and outside of local 
control. 

on Wednesday, May 13. The event will 
recognize the many volunteers whose 
time and dedication help keep programs 
running smoothly and strengthen the 
sense of community at the Center.

Looking ahead, residents can also mark 
their calendars for the Sandel Center’s 
Mother’s Day Spring Boutique on Tuesday, 
May 5, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The event 
will feature more than 20 vendors offering 
spring plants, clothing, skincare products, 
jewelry, candles, raffles, and much more, 
providing the perfect opportunity to shop 
local and find thoughtful seasonal gifts.

“These gatherings are an important 
part of what makes the Center special,” 
commented Director of Senior Services 
Nancy Codispoti. “Whether it’s 
showcasing student art, celebrating 
milestones, or thanking our volunteers, 
we’re always looking for ways to bring 
people together and create meaningful 
experiences.”

Through engaging programming and 
heartfelt celebrations, the Sandel Senior 
Center remains a vibrant hub where 
residents can stay active, inspired, and 
connected all year long.



Spring Recess 
Activities

Activities are offered during the school 

breaks.  Register for ninja challenge, 

dodgeball day, craft day, bowling, and more!  

Join us for some fun.  For further details, 

please visit rvcny.us/recreation.

Spring/Summer Sports 
Leagues

Registration information for softball leagues 

for men and women and basketball leagues 

for boys and girls entering grade 5-12, as 

well as adults, are available online and at the 

recreation center office. All team captains 

must establish their profile and register their 

teams on rockvillecentre.recdesk.com. 

Rockville Centre 
Rookie Baseball League

Rookie Baseball program offers a fun 

and supportive introduction to the game for 

children ages 5 and 6. Designed to teach 

the fundamentals, players build skills in 

batting, fielding, base running, and game 

rules through instructional practices, athletic 

drills, and short practice games. The season 

begins with tee hitting and progresses to 

coach pitching as confidence and ability 

grow. Led by dedicated parent coaches 

and volunteers, the program emphasizes 

teamwork, sportsmanship, and fun.

Each player receives a team shirt and hat, 

with bats and baseballs provided. Participants 

should bring their own glove and wear rubber 

cleats or sneakers. Games and practices take 

place Tuesday and Thursday evenings starting 

in May on the field behind the Rockville 

Centre Recreation Center.

Open to boys and girls who are league age 5 

or 6 and live in the Village of Rockville Centre 

or USFD#21. Registration is $144 per player. 

Sign up at www.Game7Sports.com 

Sports Camps
Our highly successful sports schools and 

activities will once again fill the Village 

ballfields and gymnasiums.   

Rockville Centre Baseball School is once 

again being held. Please see the detailed flyer 

or visit rvcny.us/recreation for details.

Gymnastics Clinic: August 17-21 from 1 

p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Girls Basketball Camp: August 10- 14.  

Please contact game7sports.com for further 

details. 

Ultimate Games Camp (first - sixth grade). 

Please contact ultimategamescamp.com for 

further details.

Session 1:  August 10th to 14th 

Session 2:  August 17th to 21st   

Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 12 noon

DETAILED INFORMATION FOR ALL 
ACTIVITIES CAN BE FOUND AT THE 
RECREATION CENTER OFFICE OR 

ON THE VILLAGE WEBSITE AT
 WWW.RVCNY.GOV

CLICK ON THE RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT LINK.

Summer Playground 
Registration

The 72nd Annual Summer Playground 

Program for grades 1-7 will be offered this 

summer.   The program will be conducted 

from June 30th through August 7th from 9 

a.m. to 12 noon.  

The daily program of athletics, arts and 

crafts and other activities will be held at the 

Recreation Center and Wilson School sites.  

Options again this summer are full summer 

or partial summer sessions. Register early to 

ensure your place in a summer of fun!  

Summer Nursery
A Summer Nursery Program (June 

30th to August 7th) for children entering 

Kindergarten in September 2026, as well 

as a 3’s and 4’s Summer Program.  Students 

need to have completed a 2’s and 3’s drop 

off nursery program.  Please visit rvcny.us/

recreation for more information.

Nursery School for 
Fall 2026  

The Recreation Department is currently 

taking registration deposits for the Fall 

Nursery School Program for children entering 

Kindergarten in September 2028.  In addition, 

the recreation center offers a Time for Two’s 

Program, a separation class for 2-year-olds 

with a curriculum designed to help children 

explore their own ideas at the same time they 

are gaining new skills. A warm, nurturing 

and positive school experience is offered in 

our bright, inviting classrooms, renovated 

playground and gymnasium! Call the office 

for more information or to arrange a visit to 

our school.

The John A. Anderson Recreation Center


